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You may remember that last Sunday’s sermon dealt 

with John’s account of the first resurrection appearance of 

Jesus to the disciples in the upper room. Today’s lesson 

deals with Jesus’ final appearance to the disciples, 

according to John’s gospel. 

It takes place by the Sea of Tiberias, near the Sea of 

Galilee, where the disciples were fishing, but having very 

little luck. Jesus appeared to them on the shore. And they 

did not know, at that moment, who he was. 

Jesus was standing on the beach; yet the disciples did 

not recognize him. Jesus said, "Children, have you any 

fish?" They answered, "No." Jesus then said, "Cast your net 

on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So 

they did so, and the net became so full of fish, that they 

were barely able to haul it in. 

All of a sudden, Peter recognized Jesus, and 

exclaimed: "It is the Lord!" Jesus then calmly said to them, 

"Bring some of the fish and come and have breakfast."  

And that is where today’s scripture lesson begins, 

after they had eaten a hearty breakfast, and with Jesus’ 

immediate questioning of Simon Peter. 

The three questions that Jesus asks Peter are very well 

known scripture verses. First, “Simon, son of John, do you 

love me more than these?” Then, “Simon, son of John, do 

you love me?” And finally, the third question, the same as 

the second, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 

Why did Jesus ask Simon Peter three times if he loved 

him? Well, there’s a valid and significant connection to 

something that Peter had done three times previously. Do 

you remember? Yes, he denied Jesus three times. 

When Jesus was arrested, Peter was one of the 

disciples that followed him. And just as Jesus had predicted 

in the upper room, at the Last Supper, Peter denied 

knowing him. Peter was waiting in the courtyard of the 

high priest, where Jesus was being questioned, and was 

asked by the maid who kept the door, “Are you not one of 

this man’s disciples?” Peter said, “I am not.” 

A little later, Peter was standing near a fire, warming 

himself. And someone said to him, “Are you not also one of 

his disciples?” Peter said again, “I am not.” 

Finally, one of the servants of the high priest asked, 

“Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Peter denied 

it. And as Jesus predicted, the cock crowed, and Peter felt 

like misery personified. 

To go back to today’s scripture lesson, the main gist 

of it seems to be about the importance of loving God. Not 

just by Peter, but also by us. For to truly love Christ is to 

truly live as Christ, and that should always be our goal. For 

how else can we know how to truly live, but to look at the 

face of Christ? 
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Our scripture lesson is about love, particularly about 

Jesus’ questioning Peter about his love for him. And he did 

so three times. That may seem repetitive, but so, too, was 

Peter’s denial of Jesus. 

Peter had denied Jesus beside a fire, when Peter was 

trying to keep warm. Now, before another fire, a fire on 

which they had just cooked their breakfast, Peter becomes 

restored, by Jesus, publicly. And it seems that it was done 

in a systematic manner. 

Jesus called him “Simon, son of John,” just as he did 

when he first met Peter. He asked him, “Do you truly love 

me more than these?” What did Jesus mean by “these?” 

Scholars believe that he was referring to the disciples, in 

light of Peter’s proud statement, at the Last Supper, that he 

would never fall away, no matter what the others did. 

Then two times, Jesus said, “Simon, Son of John, do 

you love me?” The threefold question, posed to Peter, to 

balance Peter’s three denials, and to remind us, by the 

number three, of our Triune God. 

After Jesus’ three questions, and their affirmative 

answers by Peter, three times Jesus commissioned Peter to 

care for the flock. Feed my lambs. Take care of my sheep. 

Feed my sheep. And Peter never forgot this charge. For that 

is what he did for the rest of his life. 

And that is what we should do for the rest of our 

lives. Jesus says to us, “Do you love me?” And we should 

say, as did Peter, “Yes Lord, you know that we love you.” 

And by saying that to Christ, we are making a promise, as 

did Peter, that we, too, will help tend and feed Jesus’ sheep 

and lambs. We, too, will look out for, and protect, one 

another. We, too, will look at all of the injustices of the 

world and do whatever we can to remedy them. 

Jesus says to us, “Do you love me?” We say, “Yes 

Lord, you know that we do.” Amen. 


