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If I were to ask you your philosophy of life, could you 
tell me? Most of us don’t think about our life philosophy, 
and the set of beliefs that drives us. Our philosophy comes 
out of us in subtle ways: the attitude we wake up with, how 
we treat other people, how we approach a new situation, 
and the things we spend our time, energy, and money on. 

Our philosophy, in many ways, creates our legacy. It’s 
like a GPS for our life. Most of you have experience with a 
GPS system. You program your destination, and it gives you 
the directions to get where you need to go.  

Of course, it’s possible for a GPS to malfunction. I read 
recently of three women who escaped after the GPS, in their 
rented car, drove them into a lake.  

According to one of the women, the driver thought 
she was on a road. But the GPS directed them down a boat - 
and into a shallow lake. All three women made it out safely. 
But the car was completely under water. So be careful. Even 
a GPS, as wonderful as they are, can mislead you. 

Someone once quipped, “Somebody stole my GPS. My 
life now lacks direction.” Many people do have lives that 
lack direction. That is why we need a dependable 
philosophy, a GPS for our life, if you will. With a reliable 
philosophy of life, we can program our life with a set of 
beliefs, values, and priorities, that will guide us to our 
destination. 

And the best source of that philosophy is Jesus. He is 
the Word of God, come down from heaven. He is God’s 
revelation of how we should live. 

Jesus’ philosophy of life was based on love. This is the 
important truth you simply cannot miss. Author John Mason 
writes, “When you base your life on principle, 99% of your 
decisions are already made.”  

He’s right. But let’s change that quote just a little bit. 
In light of Jesus’ teachings, let’s word it like this: “When you 
base your life on love, 99% of your decisions are already 
made.” 

Do you see what Jesus is trying to do in today’s lesson? 
He is giving his listeners a new picture of what their lives 
should look like. Jesus was surrounded by a huge crowd. 
There were Jewish citizens, members of the Jewish ruling 
class, people from pagan cities, and Roman troops who 
exploited and oppressed the Jews. So people were standing 
shoulder-to-shoulder with their enemies, as Jesus spoke. 

When Jesus said, “Love your enemies, do good to those 
who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who 
mistreat you,” he was introducing them to a whole new way 
of looking at life. 

This is how things work in the Kingdom of God, Jesus 
was saying. Jesus’ entire philosophy of life was rooted in 
love. 

Pastor Lloyd John Ogilvie once told of a man who was 
working a crossword puzzle. He asked his friends, “What is 
a four-letter word for a strong emotional reaction to 
difficulty?” One man responded, “Fear.” Another friend 
answered, “Love.” 

If you think about it, those are the two words that 
generally define how we respond to life situations. We 
respond either with fear or with love. Jesus’ philosophy is 
based on love. 

Jesus continued in today’s lesson: “If someone slaps 
you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone 
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takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give 
to everyone who asks you. And if anyone takes what belongs 
to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would 
have them do to you.” 

Then he asks some powerful questions. “If you love 
those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
love those who love them. And if you do good to those who 
are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do 
that. And if you lend to those from whom you expect 
repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 
sinners, expecting to be repaid.  

“But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to 
them, without expecting to get anything back. Then your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most 
High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you 
will be forgiven. Give, and it will be given to you.” 

What an amazing passage of scripture, in which Jesus 
gives us a beautiful picture of what a life based on love looks 
like. 

But you might be thinking, “That’s impossible! We 
can’t live like that. It demands too much of us. Who can do 
all of those things besides Jesus? He certainly did all those 
things. But can we? Can we love like Jesus loved?” 

I believe we can. Maybe not perfectly. After all, we are 
not Jesus. But we can do better. Here’s an example of what 
love can do. 

William Barclay, in his book And Jesus Said, tells the 
experience of Mabel Shaw, a famous missionary to Africa. 
Mabel relates how she was telling her little Bantu children 
about giving a cup of water in the name of the Chief, which 

is what they called Jesus. In such a hot country, a cup of cold 
water was a precious gift. 

Not long after teaching this lesson, Mabel was sitting 
on a verandah. Up the street came a string of porters, 
obviously exhausted. From their clothes and from the way 
they wore their hair, it was obvious that these men were 
from another tribe, a tribe toward which the Bantu had great 
hostility. 

Suddenly, out from the verandah, there came a little 
line of children. Each had on her head a water pot. Even 
though they were frightened, these children went out to the 
tired porters, knelt before them, and held up their water 
pots. “We are the Chief’s children,” they said. “And we offer 
you a drink.” 

The astonished porters knelt in return, took the water, 
and drank. The children turned and ran to Mabel Shaw. 
They said, “We have given a thirsty man a drink in the name 
of the Chief.” 

Barclay notes, “In any ordinary village, had these men 
asked for a drink, they would have been told, ‘You are not of 
our village; get water for yourself.’” But by this simple act, 
these Bantu children made the love of Christ real. 

You know the situation in the world today. Do you see 
any other hope for the world than the love of Jesus Christ? 
Madeleine L’Engle wrote, “Love isn’t how you feel. It’s what 
you do.” 

Loving our enemies, doing good to those who hate us, 
praying for those who speak evil of us, and forgiving those 
who mistreat us, free us from the downward spiral of hate. 

That’s it. That’s the hope of the world. It is the most 
powerful way possible for us to show the world that we 
belong to Christ. To love them, until they ask us why. 

Amen. 


