
Church Office Hours:            Mon, Wed, Thur       9:00 AM to   1:00 PM 
 Tues: 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM    & Friday        8:30 AM to 12:00 PM 
Pastor’s Office Hours:    Tues & Thurs         10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Church Office Phone: 413-569-6362  Susanne’s Office Phone: 413-569-5630 

Website:  www. southwickucc.org 

Office e-mail: southwickucc@gmail.com 

Facebook:  Southwick Congregational Church UCC 

Staff:  Interim Minister  Rev. Dr. Susanne Hayes 

 Choir Director/Organist  Roberta Kowal 

 Bell Choir Director  Patti P. Wood 

 Office Administrator  Lyn Casey 

 Custodians   Matthew Kowal & Maria Lempke 
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Buildings & 

Grounds: 
Craig Perras cperras85@gmail.com 413-652-1615 

Christian 

Education: 
Brittany Perras mrs.perras@gmail.com 413-455-7417 

Deacons: 
Patty Banasik 
Diane Orson 

preciousbana@aol.com 
diane57@comcast.net 

413-237-4717 
413-265-3253 

Finance:    

Flowers:  Roxanne Cook rbcook1014@aol.com 413-569-6364 

Fundraising:  Patti Wood pattiperusse@yahoo.com 413-977-2524 

Library: Sonya Murray  smurray83@gmail.com 413-221-0406 

Memorial 
Gifts: 

Karen Brzezinski  karenbrzezinski@hotmail.com 413-569-6816 

Missions: Donna Sullivan djsullivan135@hotmail.com 413-569-3356 

Music: Joe Sullivan jgsullivan1951@hotmail.com 413-569-3356 

Nominating:    

Pastoral  
Relations: 

Roxanne Cook rbcook1014@aol.com 413-569-6364 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

Southwick Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 
488 College Highway;  P.O. Box 260 

Southwick, MA 01077     

The Good Newsletter of the 

Southwick Congregational Church 

United Church of Christ 

Southwick, MA 
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Rev. Dr. Susanne Hayes, Interim Minister 

Please join us Sundays for… 

Worship Service— 10:00 AM  (resumes 9/9) 

Mid-Week Service—Thursdays 6:30 PM 

Website: www. SouthwickUCC.org 

September 2018 

mailto:cperras85@gmail.com
mailto:rbcook1014@aol.com
mailto:pattiperusse@yahoo.com
mailto:rbcook1014@aol.com
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Worship Schedule 

Sunday Worship service at 10 AM  resumes 9/9 
Thursdays Midweek Service at 6:30 PM 

Ecumenical Service at The American Inn on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM 

Office Hours  
 

The Church office is open M, W, Th 9~1 PM 
Tuesday from  11:00 AM~2:00 PM &  

Friday from 8:30 AM~12:00 PM 
 

Rev. Susanne’s Hours 
Rev. Susanne’s Hours are Tuesday & Thursday 10~12 PM 

 

All Church Meeting  
 

Sunday, September 9, 11:00 AM 
 

Coffee Hour Refreshment Schedule  

Sign up in Old Fellowship Hall 
1st week–If your last name begins with A - D, please bring something to share 

2nd — If your last name begins with E - H, please bring something to share 

3rd — If your  last name begins with I - R, please bring something to share  

4th — If your last name begins with S - Z, please bring something to share  

If there is a fifth week, the church committees will bring the refreshments.  

Southwick Congregational Church  

is a faithful Christian presence in the  

community of Southwick since 1773, and  

we look to the future. We are a diverse and  

loving congregation, joyfully serving, teaching,  

and sharing with one another, according to the 

gifts we have been given.  

MISSION STATEMENT 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship resumes September 9 
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Reverend’s Reverie 

We are entering a joyous and wonderful time of 

reflection and renewal in our church! How so you may ask?! 
Well, we now have a Search Committee in place that will be 

prayerfully working together to discern and recommend to 
you who they believe might be a good next pastor, someone 

who will fill our needs as a church. And that committee will 
take into account all of your thoughts and prayers for our 

future! And that means all of you! Of course it is all of you 
who will make the final decision on any proposed candidate. 

Let me now introduce you to our Search Committee. We 

have seven church members on our Search Committee: Joe 
Sullivan, Craig Perras, David Howes, Lee Zinnack, Ashley 

Halacoglu, Donna Sullivan, and Bob Franzen. These are all 
faithful people who I know will serve us well. They have a 

huge responsibility to all of us, and have all agreed that they 
are more than willing to take on this challenge. If you do not 

know them all, I can tell you that they are all very active in 
our church, will work well together as a team, and will agree 

only upon what is best for us as we head into the next stage of 
our church’s life. 

And when I say “our church’s life,” I mean just that! For 
our church is alive! Our church lives and breathes! Our 

church seeks and finds! Our church has a heart and soul! Our 
church is indeed part of the body of Christ, full of people of all 

talents, abilities, and ambitions! And so we are all a part of 
our future, as our Search Committee strives to guide us into 

that future! 

And something very important during this time before 
us is that we hold both our church and our Search Committee 

in continual prayer. So let me share some ideas about how we 
can do that. 

Let us pray that we as a church will wholeheartedly trust 
God while we search for a new pastor. And let us pray for the 



 

Search Committee to trust in the leadership of the Holy Spirit. 

Let us pray that we as a church always look to our first love, 
Jesus Christ. And let us pray for the Search Committee to hear 

the Spirit clearly as they walk through the search process. 

Let us pray that we as a church maintain unity and peace 
while we search for our next pastor. And let us 

pray that the Search Committee maintains a 
strong sense of harmony, as they review and 

discuss potential pastoral candidates. Let us pray 
that we as a church continually abide in Christ, 

and produce much fruit that glorifies God 
during this interim period. And let us pray that 

the Search Committee remains in close relationship with Christ 
always. 

Let us pray that we as a church abide in the love of 
Christ, and love one another with the love of Christ. And let us 

pray that God bonds our church and our future pastor 
together in that love. Let us pray that we as a church maintain 

fruitful ministries as we prepare for our next pastor. And let us 
pray that the Search Committee is blessed with answered 

prayers. 

Let us pray that we as a church understand that 
searching for a pastor is primarily a spiritual process. And let 

us pray that the Search Committee receives and acknowledges 
that they are being guided by God. Let us pray that we as a 

church grow in love toward one another, and that any conflict 
within us be reconciled by our faith in one another. And let us 

pray that the Search Committee is confident that they are 
following God's will, as they make decisions regarding our 

future.  

Let us pray that we as a church will be able to see God's 

hand at work. And let us pray that the Search Committee will 
not grow weary. Let us pray that we as a church exhibit 

always Christ's attitude of humility and servanthood. And let 
us pray that the Search Committee exhibits the same attitude 

always. 

4  5 

So what is next? At this time, the Search Committee and 

I have met with Jill Graham, our Association Minister, to get 
us started. I will be working with the Committee as they 

prepare a Church Profile, which will describe who we are, 
what we think God is calling us to be, and what we see as our 

future. Our first meeting as a Committee will be held on 
September 10th, as we take a closer look at the requirements 

of the Church Profile, and hopefully get started compiling the 
necessary information. The Committee will probably meet 

every two weeks during this process. 

At the same time, we will commission our Search 
Committee to do its work during one of our Sunday morning 

worship services, hopefully in September. As the group looks 
at the minutia of the Profile, I will be setting up meetings with 

small groups of you to get your input into the search, and 
your thoughts about our church and its future. This will be 

used as input to the Church Profile. I hope everyone will 
participate in these conversations. 

Once the Church Profile is complete, I will be stepping 
out of the process, and the seven Search Committee members 

will continue on their own, as they receive profiles from 
candidates and conduct interviews with those who they deem 

to be a potentially good match. This will take a little time, so 
please be patient with them, and know that they are working 

very hard behind the scenes on behalf of all of us. 

And you can plan on monthly updates from the 
Committee’s Chairperson during Sunday morning worship, as 

well as articles in every Gold Dome, explaining what they are 
doing and where they are in the process. Meanwhile, if you 

have any questions or concerns, do not hesitate 
to talk to me or to any member of the Search 

Committee. 

And remember to keep our church and our 

Search Committee continually in your prayers. 

~Rev. Susanne 
   Interim Pastor 
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Coming Events  

 Fall Schedule Resumes (10 AM Service) 

All–Church Meeting 

Community Day / Vendor 10-2 

Nehemiah House Visitors 

Laity Sunday 

Music Committee Raffle (Buy tickets in Oct) 

Holly Bazaar 

Cookie Sale 

Sept  9 ~ 

Sept 9 ~ 

Sept 15 ~ 

Sept 30 ~ 

Oct 21 ~ 

November ~ 

Dec 1 ~ 

Dec 15 ~ 

Thank you 

  Mike and Steve Pitoniak;   Bob Franzen,    

Eric Nitsch, Joe Sullivan and Shirl Hamilton;   

Terry Putnam & Elizabeth Bedenbaugh;     

Jack Yourous;    Sean Uliasz;     Patti Wood;   

Lyn Casey;   Terry Putnam & Eric Nitsch;     

Joe Sullivan & Friends;   Geoff Gould,      

and, Ron Shepard. 

Thank you also to our guest accompanists: Sean Uliasz, 

Joyce Paggen,  Jean Haughey,  and Ron Shepard. 

And to our ever faithful - Roberta Kowal ! 

… For the Great Music Every Sunday in Church! 

413-569-6362          Office Info       southwickucc@gmail.com 

The Church Office will be closed Monday, 
September 3 in observance of Labor Day.  
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What We Did During the Summer 

Feasted on Shortcake with Friends Old & New... 

Honored our Graduates... 

…& Cleaned Out Our     

Closets to Raise 

Funds—such a deal! 
Indulged in a Delicious Take-Out  

 Meal ... 

And sang with Sean U. 
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2018  

10AM-2PM    

 

Our fifth annual Community Day  

will be held on the church green! 
 

Food, Raffles, Music, Face Painting,  
and Fellowship. 

Please join us and the Boy Scouts Troop 114 for a fun filled day. 

For more information call the church office at 569-6362. 

~The Missions Committee 

Invite your friends & family! 
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The music committee  
is sponsoring a 

calendar raffle in November! 
 

We are asking local businesses for        

donations which might include gift          

certificates, services, or products.   

These donations will be listed on a calendar for 30 days of  

prizes which will be drawn each day for the month of November. 

Winner’s names are placed back in the drawing so everyone has 

multiple chances to win!  

The congregation is also welcome to make donations if 

they choose.  We are asking that any donations be in by       

September 16 so that we can organize the donations, create a  

calendar, and be ready to sell the calendars in October.   

Donations can be given to a member of the music committee or 

dropped off in the church office during office hours (9am-12pm 

Monday-Friday).  Please see a member of the music committee for 

more information. Calendars—and therefore raffle tickets—will be 

available for $10 apiece.   

 

September 1   Charlie Rood, III  

     Joyce Hamilton 

September 8    RJ Lempke  

Brenda O’Dea 

September 9   Sue Thornton 

September 11   Patti Wood 

September 16   George Harvey  

September 26   Jim Babinski  

September 28   George Wheeler 

If we’ve missed a birthday, please let the church office know! 

Happy September Birthday 
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Committee Communications 

Lobster Fest 2018 was a financial success even though 

the number of dinners sold this year was fewer than last year.   

We were very fortunate to benefit from lower lobster    

prices and the generous contribution of the sweet corn from Mr. 

Broska’s Pumpkin Valley Farm, whom I encourage all our 

members to vigorously support. 

I also want to thank the handful of members of our church 

who were willing to spend a Saturday working in support of the 

church. It was a lot of work in very hot and humid conditions 

and I truly appreciate their efforts. 

     We netted (trapped) over $1700 for the dinner, 

which I believe is one of the most profitable fund 

raisers the Southwick Congregational Church   

offers. Lyn says we are already receiving inquiries 

about our next Lobster Fest! 

~Ted O. 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to ALL who donated to our Annual Clothing drive.... 

Special thanks to my helpers & drivers, Dan Warriner, Mike     
Pitoniak, &  Kristy Johnston. 

We delivered them on Saturday, and finished just before the rain 
came down!!! 

The church will receive a check  for $274.80 from Saver's. 

Also - please do check out their store where they resell !  

It’s in the "old" Sear's Building & Bob's Furniture in West    
Springfield, at the end of Memorial Drive, near the 

rotary. Very, very well organized!! 

 ~Patti P Wood  

 13 

Pastoral Care:  
Your joys and concerns are of the utmost importance 

to our community of faith, and pastoral care is      
offered for any and all personal and spiritual situations that 

might arise in one’s life. Please call the church office  
at 413-569-6362 or email southwickucc@gmail.com if you would 

like to speak with our pastor. 

Remember, you can read the weekly sermon on our website: 

www.southwickucc.org on the page: “From the Pastor” 

From the Deacons: 

Our Deacons have designated Sunday October 21st as 

Laity Sunday, the Sunday that recognizes and celebrates the 

ministerial gifts of our laypeople. Laity Sunday is an invitation 

for the whole Church to remember that all baptized, lay, and 

clergy together, create the people of God. 

Everyone in our church is full of gifts, talents, and    

abilities. And Laity Sunday, which is celebrated across the   

nation, is a chance for the people in the pews to take on the 

various roles of a worship service. Everything you see printed 

in the bulletin that day will be presented by a layperson of our 

church! How exciting is that?! 

You are all invited to participate in the Laity Sunday  

service. The Deacons will be looking for people to cover all 

aspects of worship. If you feel called to participate, please 

speak to a Deacon. Meanwhile, the Deacons will be coming to 

you to see if you would like to get        

involved. It is an exciting and wonderful 

experience for all who take part! I pray 

you are called to participate! 

~Rev. Susanne,  
For the Board of Deacons 

Laity Sunday 
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Christian Ed 

 This year’s Youth Programs for Southwick    
Congregational Church will be offering Nursery 
Services, Sunday School and a Youth Leaders  
program.  

 We are happy to announce that Sunday School 

will be offered every Sunday this year! 

 We will be kicking off Sun-
day School on September 
9th with a Make Your Own 

Sundae Bar & Registration 
day (children of all ages are 
welcome to attend)!  

 Registration will be sent out by mail, and can be 
found in the church office, on the church web-
site, and will also be available on the 9th.  

9 
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END NOTES 

“There is a courtesy of the heart. It is akin to love.  

Out of it arises the purest courtesy in the                                  

outward behavior.” 
~Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 

“Courtesy of the heart may seem detached; it does 
not interfere with another’s decisions or give advice or 

need approval. It neither plays games not passes     
judgment; it does not accept guilt or make others feel 

guilty with ‘Why didn’t you do it this way? What made 
you do that?’ Courtesy of the heart does not distinguish 
between president and busboy, can never feel snobbish 

or superior, and is able to learn from everything and 

everyone. 

“Courtesy of the heart welcomes new ideas and 

people, feels joy instead of fear, sees with fresh eyes and 

appreciates   rather than criticizes what it sees. 

“For Today: May I be one of those so blessed as to 
be able to show ‘courtesy of the heart’ to all.”  

 

Shared from For Today p.233 



Sun Mon Tue Wed

    

2 

Communion 

Service 9:30 AM 

Coffee Hour  

3:30 OA 

3 Labor Day 
Office closed  

4 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Office Open 11-2 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Boy Scouts 6:30 

5 

Office Open 9

Cub Scouts 6:30

Voice Choir 7:00

9 Worship Service  

10:00 AM!!! 
Youth Group 

All-Church Meeting 
Coffee Hour  

3:30 OA 

10 
Office Open 9-1 

Music Together 10 

Search Committee 6  

11 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Office Open 11-2 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Boy Scouts 6:30 

12 

Office Open 9

Cub Scouts 6:30

Voice Choir 7:00

16 Chief of Police visits 

Worship Service 10AM 

Youth Group 
Coffee Hour  

3:30 OA 

Raffle Donations Due 

17 
Office Open 9-1 

Music Together 10 

18 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Office Open 11-2 

American Inn 6:30 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Boy Scouts 6:30 

19 Gold Dome 

           Articles Due
 

Office Open 9

Cub Scouts 6:30

Voice Choir 7:00

23 

Worship Service 10AM 

Youth Group 
Coffee Hour  

3:30 OA 

24 
Office Open 9-1 

Music Together 10 

25 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Office Open 11-2 

Bell Choir 6:30 

Boy Scouts 6:30 

26 

Office Open 9

Cub Scouts 6:30

Voice Choir 7:00

30 Nehemia House visits 

Worship Service 10AM  

Youth Group 
Coffee Hour  

3:30 OA 

   

Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  Henrietta’s 9-1 

Office Open 9-1 

Cub Scouts 6:30 

Voice Choir 7:00 

6 

Office Open 9-1 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Midweek 
Service 6:30 PM 

7 

Office Open 8:30-12 

Henrietta’s Open 

OA Meeting 6:00 

AA Meeting 7:30 

8 
Henrietta’s 9-1 

Office Open 9-1 

Cub Scouts 6:30 

Voice Choir 7:00 

13 

Office Open 9-1 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Midweek 
Service 6:30 PM 

14 

Office Open 8:30-12 

Henrietta’s Open 

OA Meeting 6:00 

AA Meeting 7:30 

15 Henrietta’s 9-1 

Community 

Day  

Vendor Fair 

on the Green 

Gold Dome  

           Articles Due 

Office Open 9-1 

Cub Scouts 6:30 

Voice Choir 7:00 

20 

Office Open 9-1 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Midweek 
Service 6:30 PM 

21  

Office Open 8:30-12 

Henrietta’s Open 

OA Meeting 6:00 

AA Meeting 7:30 

22 
Henrietta’s 9-1 

Office Open 9-1 

Cub Scouts 6:30 

Voice Choir 7:00 

27 Office Open 9-1 

Rev Susanne 10-12 

Fair Share Co-op 
Midweek 

Service 6:30 PM 

28 
Office Open 8:30-12 

Henrietta’s Open 

OA Meeting 6:00 

AA Meeting 7:30 

29 
Henrietta’s 9-1 

   


